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Algebra 1 Direct Instruction Essential Standards 
 

                Course Description 
The Special Education department course descriptions mirror those of the corresponding academic areas.             
These courses make adaptations for students with adaptations, accommodations, and modifications made            
as necessary. In some cases, direct instruction courses use adjusted essential standards. The direct              
instruction standards below represent those for Algebra 1. 

 
 
 

Essential Standards  
1. Student will employ knowledge of standard measures, given a functional measuring device, in 

real world problems involving integers, decimals, and fractions. 
2. Student will utilize a number line to demonstrate knowledge of integers and absolute values. 
3. Student will identify place value and round to a given place value. 
4. Student will identify and represent all four operations in order to calculate basic operations (Add, 

Sub, Mult, Div) involving integers decimals and to solve real world problems. 
5. Student will use critical thinking to employ the order of operations in order to model and evaluate 

real world problems involving real numbers, all four operations, and powers. 
6. Student will distinguish between area and perimeter models of basic shapes while solving real 

world area and perimeter problems involving integers, decimals and fractions. 
7. Student will analyze, decide, and apply the correct common algorithm using all four operations 

(Add, Sub, Mult, Div) in integer and decimal computations to solve real world problems. 
8. Given a set of values or a real world scenario, student will calculate and represent its mean, mode, 

median, and range. 
9. Student will interpret information from charts, graphs, and other data sources and/or identify the 

best type of graph to represent a given set of data. 
10. Given a 2-3 term algebraic expression involving fractions, student will evaluate a simplified 

answer using the 4 main operations. 
11. Student will calculate a percentage based on real world data and convert between equivalent 

percentages, fractions, and decimals. 
12. Based on given data, student will express rates and ratios in the context of real world scenarios. 
13. Given proportions in common and functional scenarios, student will solve for missing 

proportional information. 
14. Given a one-step equation composed of integers, fractions, or decimals student will solve for a 

variable using the inverse operations. 
15. Student will analyze, decide, and apply the correct common algorithm using all four operations in 

integer, decimal, and fraction computations to solve real world problems in an open response 
format. 
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